Possible Questions

Book Discussion – 5 points
Jan. 12 – Pedagogues

Jan. 14 - Theologians

Hamlet
Setting

Where does Hamlet take place?

Characters

How would you describe Hamlet?

How would you describe Claudius?

How would you describe Gertude?

How would you describe Ophelia?

How would you describe Laertes?

Plot

How does Hamlet know Rosencrantz and Guildenstern?

Who wrote a love letter to Ophelia?

Why have Rosencrantz and Guildenstern come to the castle?

Who says, “The snake that killed me now wears my crown?”

Why does Hamlet believe that, although capable of suicide, most human beings choose to live, despite the cruelty, pain, and injustice of the world?

Is Hamlet insane?  Or is he just merely play-acting insanity? 
How does Polonius die?

How does Gertrude die?

Does Hamlet love Ophelia? Argue for or against.

Why does Hamlet tell Ophelia that she must never marry?

In "Hamlet" what stops Hamlet from taking his own life? 

How does Hamlet change over the course of the play?

The Canterville Ghost
Setting

Where does the story take place? 

Characters

Analyse/describe the character of Sir Simon (the ghost) and how he changes over the course of the story. Why did the author show Sir Simon's appearance with heavy metal chains around his body?

Describe the Otis family. 
Plot 

Why did Sir Simon of Canterville kill his wife? How did he die?

Where did the Canterville ghost wish to rest in peace?

What is your favorite part of The Canterville Ghost? 

The Canterville Ghost is a parody and a satire. What does it satirize?

Do you believe in ghosts?

Themes

Discuss and exemplify the following themes (=fundamental and universal ideas in a literary work) in The Canterville Ghost:

The culture clash between England and the United States

The theme of life and death

Atonement and forgiveness 
The Secret Garden

Setting

Where does The Secret Garden take place?

What locations are mentioned in the book?

Characters

Who is your favorite character and why?

How would you describe Mary?

How would you describe Colin?

How would you describe Ben Weatherstaff?

How would you describe Mr. Craven?

How would you describe Dickon?

How would you describe Mrs. Sowerby?

Plot

Why was Mary as disagreeable child?

How does Mary first get into the garden?

Who showed Mary where the key was buried?

Why did Mary want a little spade?

How did Mary find Colin?

Why did Mary look at Colin’s back?

Why is Mr. Craven never home?

What is your favorite part of the book?

Themes

Why is Mary so curious about the secret garden? What does it represent to her? 

How does Mary change over the course of the book?

What do you think about Mary, Colin, and Dickon’s childhood with very little supervision?  How do children play in your hometown?

The Thirty Nine Steps
Setting
Where does the story take place?

What locations are mentioned in the book?

Characters

Who is Richard Hannay?

How would you describe Scudder?

Who is Sir Harry?

Plot

What did Scudder say was going to happen on the 15th of June?

Why didn’t Hannay call the police when he found Scudder’s body?

Where did Hannay decide to go?

How did Scudder disguise himself?

What is inside Scudder’s notebook?

Where is the house with thirty nine steps?

What did the old man do that made Hannay remember Scudder’s story?

Great Expectations

Setting

Where does the story take place?

Characters

Describe the main characters in the story.

Who is your favorite and why?

Is Miss Havisham a believable character?  

In your opinion, which character undergoes the most transformation?

Plot

What happens in the beginning of the story in the cemetery?

What experiences happened to Miss Haversham that made her who she is?

What happens with Pip’s father Joe comes to visit Pip in the city?  How does Pip respond?  Do you think Pip’s actions are justified?

From who does Pip receive money? 

Who is Biddy? 

How does Pip learn Miss Havisham’s history?

How did Pip learn who Estella’s parents were?

What happens to Pip and Estella at the end of the story?

What happens to Magwitch in the end?

Themes

What role does social class play in Great Expectations? What lessons does Pip learn from his experience as a wealthy gentleman? How is the theme of social class central to the novel?One way to see Pip’s development, and the development of many of the other characters in Great Expectations, is as an attempt to learn to value other human beings: Pip must learn to value Joe and Magwitch, Estella must learn to value Pip, and so on. Throughout the novel, social class provides an arbitrary, external standard of value by which the characters (particularly Pip) judge one another. Because social class is rigid and preexisting, it is an attractive standard for every character who lacks a clear conscience with which to make judgments—Mrs. Joe and Pumblechook, for instance. And because high social class is associated with romantic qualities such as luxury and education, it is an immediately attractive standard of value for Pip. After he is elevated to the status of gentleman, though, Pip begins to see social class for what it is: an unjust, capricious standard that is largely incompatible with his own morals. There is simply no reason why Bentley Drummle should be valued above Joe, and Pip senses that fact. The most important lesson Pip learns in the novel—and perhaps the most important theme in Great Expectations—is that no external standard of value can replace the judgments of one’s own conscience. Characters such as Joe and Biddy know this instinctively; for Pip, it is a long, hard lesson, the learning of which makes up much of the book.
Throughout the novel, Pip is plagued by powerful feelings of guilt and shame, and everywhere he goes he tends to encounter symbols of justice—handcuffs, gallows, prisons, and courtrooms. What is the role of guilt in the novel? What does it mean to be “innocent”?

What significance does the novel’s title, Great Expectations, have for the story? In what ways does Pip have “great expectations”?

Many people in your life have expectations of you. Compare the expectations that you have of yourself to others around you. What do your friends, boyfriend, girlfriend, parents, and teachers expect from you? How are these expectations similar to or different from the ones you have of yourself?
